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Did I request thee, Naker, from ey clay

To mould me ean? Did 1 solicit thee
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THE CRITICISM OF POETRY.
Sir,—Your reviewer of last week handled my

paragra
Mrmkvnt'nuuelehumudubothw
of mine, or at hearing given a8 my opin
“a poet ought not to know what he is doing, but
I can only spologize to the

that, with one or two exceptions in remote antiquity,
all the best criticlsm of poetry is the criticism of
poets ; and I am not prepared to concede that the
criticism of Dryden, or of Coleridge, or cven Matthow
Arnold has * the intellectual incoherence ™ which

B opply themsclves to consider the nature of
T am, Sir, your humble servant,
T. 8. ELIOT.

A Cengage Company

NEW NOVELS.
P .
MONDAY OR TUESDAY.

Two of tho stories in Virginia Woolf's now
book, MoNDAY OR TurspAY (Richmond: The
Hogarth Press, 4s. 6d.), have been published
before, ‘“ Kow Gardens” and “The Mark
on the Wall” are already on the shelves of
those who collect Hogart-i)) Press books, and
in the memories of those who follow Mis,
Wooli’s writings. Tho piece which gives itd
title to the new volumeo, ‘ Monday or Tuos-
day,” is an examplo of tho ‘‘unrepresenta-
tional ” art which is creoping across from

aintiag to sce what it can mnake of words.
t sounds heautiful; it suggosts beautiful,
or at least lifo-full things—the heron flying,
the busy strcet, the fire-lit room, and
others. The troublo with it is that even
this sort of art cannot empty itself altogether
of intellectual content. One sentenco seems to
“ moan *—that is, to represent—something ;
the intrusion of this ‘representation makes
the next sentence, or the other portions of the
same sentence, ‘‘mean’ nothing. We com-
plain of ““Monday or Tuesday,” not that it
means too littlo that is intolligiblo to tho plain
mind, but that it cannot help meaning too
much for its purpose. Prose may “ aspire to
the condition of music ”’ ; it cannot roach it.

Some measure of this objection applies
to “Bluo and (ireen,” though there tho aim
is difforent ; and Mrs. Woolf does perfectly in
a few lines what J. A. Symonds once did im-

orfeetly (and spread thin) over many pages.

ut the plain mind must be very
plain if it does not find itself almost
at once ‘“‘inside” the strange beauty of
“ A Haunted House " (which would be very
sentimental were it not exqu}sitoly .strange).

“Tho § - lecry,
Virginia Woolf ) 5
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Only obeying orders

ALFRED P. RUBIN

The problem is not unique to the United States.
As to the first, President Nixon was himself a

Christopher Hitchens

THE TRIAL OF HENRY KISSINGER
159pp. Verso. £15.
TLS£13.
1859846319

here isn’t much point to muckraking
unless there is muck to be raked. In the
actions of Henry Kissinger as American
National Security Adviser and then Secretary
of State, there is much muck to be raked,
and Christopher Hitchens has set to work
with a will. He has taken the two articles on
Kissinger’s tenure that he wrote for Harper's
Magazine (he calls them “the core of this
book”) and expanded them into a small book.
The Trial of Henry Kissinger sets forth in some
detail the i i ies and short-sighted poli-
cies of the Kissinger years as if they were the
entire tale, and proposes legal action to discour-
age similar activities by others in the future.
There is much to the tale. Beginning with
Kissinger’s role in delaying a settlement in Viet-
nam in 1968, ostensibly to help Richard Nixon
win election and himself to win high office in the
Nixon White House, Hitchens relates and docu-
ments details of Kissinger’s policies, resulting in
violations of the treaty-based and customary
laws of war in Indo-China; his friendship with an
unspeakably violent regime in Pakistan that
lted in the independ of Bangladesh and

devious politician with no great insight into inter-
tionships. In 1974, he chose to resign rather than
be impeached after the lation of elects

scandals. Kissinger never killed anyone himself,
as far as is known. If his underlings found his
orders immoral, they had the option of disobey-
ing and speaking publicly, which some in fact
did. Kissinger’s success in achieving “deniabil-
ity” indicates that he was a master of manipula-
tion in a system that is subject to manipulation,
not that he was a more monstrous villain than
those who actually killed or tortured people.

As to the second, the evils of mob rule and
mistaken majorities have been known at least
since Aristotle wrote of them. Indeed, Plato,
Aristotle’s teacher, wrote of government by the
best as an alternative to democracy, but found
in Sicily during the fourth century BC that his
own definition of the best was not the same as
the definition acted on by those who had inher-
ited authority. The American constitutional
order still stands as a model of inhibition. Noth-
ing that Kissinger could command would be
obeyed without the consent of a President,
nobody could be killed or tortured without the
consent of a killer or torturer, indeed no money
could be spent even in American military adven-
tures without the authorization of two Houses
of a notably fi American Congress. That
the ambitions of conscienceless people might
coincide with the power to fulfil those ambi-
tions at the expense of somebody else was a fact
f by the fi of the American Consti-

d:eunnecusarylos%ofmanylivu?)nthemb—
continent; his approval of American involve-

mant in a coan in Chile that nlaced Anoncta Pinn.

tution, but the safeguards they inserted in that
document could not and cannot allay all evil.

The lacal d d are a mi of
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CLARKE — African people should be placed in historical content in

relationship to the numerous attempts at PenAfricaniem. And My owes i lunl Foen
yemember that the Congress of African Penple was brought imto being Ilmﬂ[h[:jl,‘:,., ,l,,l,:ll,“.
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PanAfricanist than Baraka?
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